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EARLY LIFE

“Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, but he is the Mes-
senger of God and last of the prophets. And God has knowledge of all
things.” (Quran 33: 40)

When a person accepts Islam, reconfirms his or her faith or prays any of
the five daily prayers, they also affirm their belief in Muhammad as a
prophet of God; the final prophet. In addition to this over 1.5 billion peo-
ple the world over believe that Prophet Muhammad'’s life is worthy of
being emulated and aspired to. However many people embrace Islam
without really knowing Prophet Muhammad, may the mercy and bless-
ings of God be upon him. Perhaps all they know is that he was born and
lived in the Arabian Peninsula and received the literal word of God in the
form of the Quran. In the following two articles we will look at the noble
life of Prophet Muhammad, learn to know and love him just a little bit
more. We will achieve this by looking at the signs of Prophethood in his
noble life.

In Arabic the word prophet (nabi) is derived from the word naba which
means news. Thus we deduce that a prophet spreads the news of God
and His message, they are in a sense God’s ambassadors on earth. Their
mission is to convey the message to worship One God. This includes,
calling the people to God, explaining the message, bringing glad tidings
or warnings and directing the affairs of the nation. All the prophets were
anxious to convey God’s message sincerely and completely and this in-
cluded the last prophet, Muhammad. During his final sermon Prophet
Continued on page............4
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Eid-ul-Adha is one of the most important Islamic hohday of the year.Eid-ul-Adha marks
the end of Hajj, the sacred pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. The hajj to Mecca is a once-
in-a-lifetime obligation upon male and female adults whose health and means permit it, or,
in the words of the Qur'an, upon "those who can make their way there." The history of Eid-
ul-Adha can be traced back to the story which states that Abraham was instructed by Allah,
in a dream, to raise the foundations of Kaaba,the most sacred shrine in Mecca. Muslims be-
lieve that even after undergoing a lot of trials and tribulations on his way to Mecca, God
revealed in a dream to Abraham to sacrifice his son Isma’il. Abrahim and Isma’il set off to
Mina for the sacrifice. As they went, the devil attempted to lead Abraham astray by diso-
beying God and not to sacrifice his beloved son. But Abraham remained unfaltered in his
decision and true to God, and drove the devil away. As Abraham prepared to kill his son,
God stopped him and gave him a sheep to sacrifice instead. Popularly known as the
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Festival of Sacrifice, this Muslim holiday Eid-ul-Adha commemorates Prophet Abraham’s un-
selfish act of sacrificing(Qurbani) his own son to the One God, Allah. The festival reminds eve-
ryone of the mercy and benefits bestowed upon mankind by Allah.

Muslims commemorate this outstanding act of sacrifice by themselves slaughtering an
animal such as a sheep, camel, or a goat. When this is done, 1/3 of the meat goes to the needy
people, 1/3 is given to neighbors and friends, and 1/3 stays with your family. People who are
away from the holy pilgrimage, Hajj, also carry out this traditional sacrifice. This act also re-
minds the pilgrim to share worldly goods with those who are less fortunate, and serves as an
offer of thanksgiving to God. People visit each other's homes and partake in festive meals with
special dishes, beverages, and desserts. Children receive gifts and sweets on this happy occa-
sion.

Eid ul-Adha occurs on the tenth day of the Islamic month of Dhul Hijja.But the date of Eid-ul-
Adha depends on the visibility of the moon each year.

OTHER NAMES FOR THE FESTIVAL OF EID-UL-ADHA

It is often referred to as the "Kurban Bayrami" (from Turkish) or "Sacrifice Feast". Eid ul-Adha
is also known as Hari Raya Haji in Singapore and Malaysia and Tabaski in West Africa. In
south-east Asia Eid-ul-Adha is known by the name Hari Raya Aidiladha.Indians know Eid-ul-
Adha as Id al-Adha or Idu’z Zuha. And in Bangladesh, Eid-ul-Adha is known as Eid-ul-Azha
or sometimes even Id al-Adha. But whatever the name, the celebratory spirit of Eid-ul-Adha
runs high among Muslims all over the world, the geographical variations notwithstanding.
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Muhammad asked the congregation three times whether he had delivered the message,

'//

and called on God to witness their answer, which was a resounding “yes!”.
As well as the essence of their call to One God, another accepted sign of the truth of the
prophets is how they live their lives. The accounts of Prophet Muhammad’s life that we
have inherited from our righteous predecessors illustrate that Muhammad’s Prophethood
was guided by God from the very beginning. Long before, Prophethood Muhammad was
being prepared to guide humankind to the straight path and his life experiences stood
him in good stead for such a weighty mission. Then at the age of 40 when Prophethood
was bestowed upon him, God continued to support and affirm his mission.

Any account of Muhammad’s life is filled with examples of his exemplary character; he
was merciful, compassionate, truthful, brave, and generous, while striving solely for the
rewards of the Hereafter. The way Prophet Muhammad dealt with his companions, ac-
quaintances, enemies, animals and even inanimate objects left no doubt that he was ever
mindful of God.

Muhammad’s birth was accompanied by many so called miraculous events and the talk of
the extraordinary events no doubt functioned as signs of Prophethood, however we must
be cautious about believing unreservedly in those extraordinary events. Not all of the
events are accepted by all of the biographers and historians of Islamic history thus alt-
hough they indicate an extraordinary beginning and a life destined to be guided by God,

they may be embellished or exaggerated.

Special but not unique circumstances surrounded childhood of Prophet Muhammad and
these undoubtedly had a bearing on his character. By the time he was eight years old he
had suffered through the death of both his parents and his beloved grandfather Abdul
Muttalib. He was left in the care of his uncle and great supporter Abu Talib. Thus even
as a young boy he had already suffered great emotional and physical upheaval. Both the

many chroniclers of Muhammad's life and the Quran acknowledge his disrupted life.

Did He not find you (O Muhammad) an orphan and gave you a refuge? (Quran 93:6)

Muhammad’s uncle Abu Talib was poor and struggled to keep his family fed, thus during
his adolescence Muhammad worked as a shepherd. From this occupation he learned to
embrace solitude and developed characteristics such as patience, cautiousness, care, lead-
ership and an ability to sense danger. Shepherding was an occupation that all the proph-
ets of God we know of had in common. “...The companions asked, “Were you a shep-
herd?” He replied, “There was no prophet who was not a shepherd.”’[1]
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In his teens Muhammad sometimes travelled with Abu Talib, accompanying caravans to
trade centres. On at least one occasion, he is said to have travelled as far north as Syria. Older
merchants recognized his character and nicknamed him Al-Amin, the one you can trust. Even
in his youth he was known as truthful and trustworthy. One story that is accepted by most Is-

lamic scholars and historians is the account of one of Prophet Muhammad’s trips to Syria.

The story goes that the monk Bahira foretold the coming Prophethood and counselled Abu Tal-
ib to “guard his nephew carefully”. According to biographer Ibn Ishaq, as the caravan in which
Prophet Muhammad was travelling approached the edge of town, Bahira could see a cloud that
appeared to be shading and following a young man. When the caravan halted under the shad-

ow of some trees, Bahira “looked at the cloud when it over-shadowed the tree, and its branches
were bending and drooping over the apostle of God until he was in the shadow beneath it.” Af-
ter Bahira witnessed this he observed Muhammad closely and asked him many questions con-

cerning a number of Christian prophecies he had read and heard about.

The young Muhammad was distinguished among his people for his modesty, virtuous behav-
iour and graceful manners, thus it was no surprise for his companions to see him, even as a
youth many years before Prophethood, shun superstitious practices and keep away from drink-
ing alcohol, eating meat slaughtered on stone altars or attending idolatrous festivals. By the
time he reached adulthood Muhammad was thought of as the most reliable and trustworthy
member of the Meccan community. Even those who concerned themselves with petty tribal
squabbles acknowledged Muhammad’s honesty and integrity.

Muhammad’s virtues and good moral character was established from a young age, and God
continued to support and guide him. When he was 40 years old Muhammad was given the
means to change the world, the means to benefit the whole of humanity.

In the following article we will look at how Muhammad’s life changed after Prophethood and
conclude that it is unreasonable to give credence to those who claim that Muhammad was a
false Prophet. He did not claim Prophethood to attain comfort, wealth, greatness, glory or

power.
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THE ARABIAN PENINSULA’S CLIMATE

By IslamReligion.com

From the miracles of the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, may the mercy and blessings of
God be upon him, is that the Arabian Peninsula was once a lush green land full of trees and
rivers. Prophet Muhammad said, "The Last Hour will not come... till the land of Arabia once
again becomes meadows and rivers."[1]

There was no way Prophet Muhammad who was illiterate could have known, given the limita-
tion of scientific and technological capabilities at the time, such a fact by himself. What is
equally striking is that currently the Arabian Peninsula is the complete opposite of a lush green
place. Instead it has one of the hottest climates in the world, with zero permanent rivers and
about 85% of the 2nd largest desert in the world, the "Arabian Desert" lies in it as well as the en-
tire largest sand desert in the world, the "Empty Quarter" (the "Empty Quarter" has an average
rainfall of 4 inches annually and temperatures can reach an unbearable 54 degrees centigrade).

[2]

Studies in geology and archeology have recently confirmed to a degree beyond any doubt that
the Arabian Peninsula once had a much cooler climate and that it truly was a lush green area

full of trees, lakes and rivers. Such is based on the following;:

1) Scientists have documented that earth witnessed its most resent ice age during

the Pleistocene Epoch period that began about 2.59 million years ago and ended about 11,700
years ago. = During this period large parts of the earth were covered in ice and the climate
was much cooler than what it is today with average global temperatures 5°C to 10°C below
current average temperatures. While ice covered parts of Europe, Asia and the America’s, the
Arabian Peninsula witnessed a pleasant climate much like Europe’s current climate.

2) In 2014 researchers in Saudi Arabia discovered fossilized remains of an elephant in the
Nafud Desert. With over 60% of the elephant’s fossilized bones intact, including an entire tusk,
it remarkably indicates that the Nafud desert once had a climate suitable for elephants to live
in. It is also worth mentioning that the discovered elephant was 50% larger in size and about
twice the weight of the current day elephant.

More so, in 2017 Saudi Arabia’s Centre for International Communication announced the dis-
covery of fossils of other creatures including crocodiles and seahorses, and more remarkably
the discovery, in total, of 10,000 ancient lake and river beds across the Arabian Peninsula.

5] Furthermore, in 2017 Dr. Eid Al Yahya, a well-known archeologist, discovered the first ev-
er fossilized mammoth in Saudi Arabia; and throughout the past decade has discovered and
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documented over a thousand flint spearheads (made of silica) and other advanced large-
prey hunting tools in remote desert locations that indicate that civilizations once hunted in these

now barren areas.

3) The huge discoveries of oil and gas in the Arabian Peninsula. Oil is the remains of dead micro-
scopic plants and animals that lived in oceans, rivers or lakes millions of years ago. The lack of ox-
ygen enabled the dead microorganisms to maintain their hydro-carbon bonds which is needed for
the formation of oil and gas. River basins in particular have low oxygen levels due to constricted
water circulation making them the optimum place for the formation of oil and gas. Heat and pres-
sure and the passing of millions of years then caused the formation of oil and gas.

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, as well as other countries in the Arabian Pen-
insula need no introduction when it comes to their proven oil reserves. Remarkably the oil fields in
the Arabian Peninsula are both offshore and onshore (over land; not sea). The legendary Ghawar
field in eastern Saudi Arabia is the largest oil field in the world (in proven reserves), has been oper-
ating since the 1950’s, has an estimated 70 billion barrels of remaining reserves, and remarkably ge-
ographically it is located onshore in both the Empty Quarter and the Arabian Desert. Likewise, the
Burgan field in Kuwait is the 2nd Jargest oil field in the world and is also located onshore within the
Arabian Desert. The discovery of such onshore oil fields means that for millions of years, even be-
fore the last ice age started, the Arabian Peninsula was not the dry barren land it is today, instead

was a paradise of lakes, rivers and river basins.

4) Satellite images taken from space have confirmed that the Arabian Peninsula once had a totally
different geography and climate. The Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Heritage re-
ported that in the 1990’s "Landsat" provided imagery of eastern and southern parts of Saudi Arabia,
including the Empty Quarter. The satellite images revealed old trade routes, river paths and val-

leys; all of which are now covered by sand dunes.

In conclusion, geological and archeological discoveries confirm the saying of the Prophet Muham-
mad, that the Arabian Peninsula was once full of meadows and rivers; a fact that Prophet Muham-

mad could not have known by himself except through revelation from God Almighty.

FOOTNOTES:
[11Saheeh Muslim, Book # 05, Hadeeth # 2208
[2]Elizabeth Howell, August 2013, The 10 Biggest Deserts on Earth,Live Science, Retrieved fromhttps://

www.livescience.com/38592-biggest-deserts.html
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AFTER PROPHETHOOD

At age 40, Prophet Muhammad was an established trader and family man given to periods of
contemplation and reflection. He was a well-respected citizen of Mecca and the people were
accustomed to coming to him to settle disputes, for advice and to look after their valuables. All
this however was about to change because during one of his periods of isolation and contem-
plation he was visited by the angel Gabriel and the verses of Quran began to be revealed to
him. His mission had begun; his life was no longer his own - it was now devoted to spreading

the word of Islam.

Perhaps now some of the events in his life began to make sense. Perhaps he could see that God
had planned things for him, for in retrospect we can see that the signs of Prophethood had
been visible in many aspects and scenarios throughout Prophet Muhammad’s life. Before his
mission Muhammad'’s life was relatively easy. He had a good and happy marriage, children,
no financial worries and no doubt was surrounded by friends and family who loved and re-

spected him.

Declaring his Prophethood soon made him poor, a social outcast and his life was threatened on
more than one occasion. Greatness, power, wealth and glory were the furthest thing from his
mind. In fact he already had these things, albeit on a small scale. He had nothing to gain from
declaring a Prophethood and mission that were not true. Prophet Muhammad, his family and
his followers were ridiculed, derided and physically beaten, his lifestyle drastically changed for

the worst.

One of Muhammad’s companions, said, “The Prophet of God did not see bread made from
fine flour from the time God sent him (as a Prophet) until he died.”[2] Another declared
that “When the Prophet died, he did not leave either money or anything else except his
white riding mule, his arms, and a piece of land which he left to charity”[3].

Before he died Prophet Muhammad was the leader of an empire, with access to a national
treasury but he lived simply, concerned only with completing his mission and worshipping
God. Despite his responsibilities as a Prophet, teacher, statesman, general, judge and medi-
ator, Muhammad used to milk his own goats, mend his clothes and shoes, as well as help
with the general household work.[4] Prophet Muhammad’s life was an outstanding
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example of humility and simplicity. His dress and lifestyle did not differentiate him from his fol-
lowers. When someone walked into a gathering there was nothing about Prophet Muhammad that

distinguished him from the other men in the gathering.

In the early years of his mission, long before there was even a remote possibility of success, Muham-
mad received an interesting offer from the leaders of Mecca. Thinking that Muhammad must be
making these claims of Prophethood for personal gain an envoy came to him and said “...If you
want money, we will collect enough money for you so that you will be the richest one of us. If you
want leadership, we will take you as our leader and never decide on any matter without your ap-
proval. If you want a kingdom, we will crown you king over us...”. For any human being, in any
historical period this would be a very hard offer to turn down; however Muhammad had no wish
for personal gain or recognition. Although there was only one condition to this generous offer it
was one that went against everything that Muhammad now stood for. The Meccan leaders ex-
pected him to give up his call to Islam and to cease worshipping God alone, without any partner.
[5] Prophet Muhammad flatly refused the offer.

On another occasion Muhammad’s uncle Abu Talib feared for his nephew’s life and begged him to
stop calling people to Islam. Again Muhammad’s answer was as decisive and sincere, he said, “I
swear by the name of God, O Uncle!, that if they place the sun in my right-hand and the moon in
my left-hand in return for giving up this matter (calling people to Islam), I will never desist until
either God makes it triumph or I perish defending it.”[6]

Many means were taken by the disbelieving people of Mecca to tarnish Muhammad'’s character and
to belittle the message he was trying to spread. They were particularly merciless when disparaging
the Quran itself. They asserted vehemently that the Quran was not divinely revealed and that Mo-
hammad wrote it himself. This was done to discourage people from following Muhammad or be-
lieving his claim to be a Prophet of God. Prophet Muhammad did not write the Quran. He was an
unlettered man, completely unable to read or write. He was unable to know or even guess some of

the scientific facts that Quran mentions easily and often.

In addition to this it makes sense to say that if the Quran had been written by Muhammad he would
have praised and mentioned himself a great deal more. The Quran in fact mentions both Prophet
Jesus and Moses many more times by name than it mentions Prophet Muhammad. The Quran also
reprimands and corrects Prophet Muhammad. Would an imposter prophet run the risk of making

himself look like a person that can make mistakes?

Prophet Muhammad was an unlettered Arab trader. His life might have been unremarkable except
that from the beginning of his existence God was with him, preparing him for Prophethood

Contnued on page......10
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and preparing him to guide the whole of humanity into a new era of religious
growth. As Muhammad grew up, he became known to be truthful, honest, trustworthy, gener-
ous, and sincere. He was also known to be very spiritual and had long detested the overt deca-

dence and idolatry of his society.

When we look at the life of Prophet Muhammad from the distance of time we can see clearly
that his life was one of service to God, his sole purpose was to deliver the message. The weight
of the message weighed heavily on his shoulders and even at his final sermon he was con-
cerned and asked the people to testify that he had delivered God’s message. If Muhammad had
wanted power or fame he would have accepted the offer to be the leader of Mecca. If he had
been looking for riches he would not have lived a simple life, dying with barely any posses-
sions, unlike any other powerful leader of an empire. The simplicity of Prophet Muhammad'’s
life and his unwavering desire to spread the message of Islam are strong signs of the validity of
his claim to Prophethood.

FOOTNOTES:

[1]Saheeh Al-Bukhari

[2]Saheeh Al-Bukhari

[3]Ibid

[41Saheeh Al-Bukhari, Imam Ahmad.
[5]Al-Serah Al-Nabaweyyah,/bn Hisham, vol. 1.
[6]Ibid.
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fromhttps://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-is-oil-usually-found
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QURANIC QUOTES

Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the
west, but [true] righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah, the
Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets and gives wealth,
1n spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler,
those who ask [for help/, and for freeing slaves; [and who/ estab-
lishes prayer and gives zakah; [those who/ fulfill their promise
when they promise; and [those who/ are patient in poverty and
hardship and during battle. Those are the ones who have been
true, and it i1s those who are the righteous.

Quran 2:177

And spend in the way of Allah and do not throw [yourselves] with
your [own] hands into destruction [by refraiming/. And do good; in-
deed, Allah loves the doers of good.

Quran 2:195
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