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DUA FOR THE NEW YEAR

In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the
Compassionate and the Benevolent. May the
blessings and peace be upon our beloved Prophet
Muhammad, his family and his companions. O Allah, You
are the First from All Eternity. By Your great bounty and
generosity, this is the dawn of another new year. We beseech
You O Allah, at this hour to bestow upon all of us an impreg-
nable shield from the malevolent plots of the accursed Satan,
his allies and his foot-soldiers and provide us succour over the
evil-self that incites to deviation, disobedience, and sin and
help us and guide us to engage in such deeds which will bring
us closer to You. O Allah, You are the possessor of Supreme
Majesty and Unrivalled Generosity. May we ply our trades
with success and attain peace in this life and the hereafter

under Your guidance and blessings. Aameen.
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FORGIVENESS VS. RETALIATION

By Aisha Stacey (© 2014 IslamReligion.com)
TO FORGIVE OR NOT TO FORGIVE; THAT IS THE QUESTION

Islam is a religion that takes into account the nature of humankind; after all, the One
who created us knows us best. We were not created perfect, we make mistakes, we for-
get, we sin, we fall prey to our emotions and hormones, and our sense of justice may not
be as finely tuned as we might desire or think. Thus the doctrines of Islam, the two
main sources of jurisprudence, the Quran and the Sunnah (sometimes called the authen-
tic traditions of Prophet Muhammad), set out for us the guidelines under which the law
is applied. Unlike modern secular societies there is no separation between religion and
state. For the Islamic society to function, the laws of God must be applied.

Islam repeats the Torah or Old Testament’s eye for an eye principle and uses both capi-
tal and corporal punishment for many crimes. However what is often overlooked is
that the Quran and the traditions of Prophet Muhammad call for forgiveness instead of
retaliation. Islam and its legal principles support forgiveness and peaceful arrangements
between all parties. The second of three categories of crime in Islamic law is

Qisas. Islamically gisas means the law of retaliation, however it is derived from the root
gess meaning to track down the effect or trace of something, it may also be defined as

tracking the footsteps of an enemy.

"...punish with an equivalent of that with which you were harmed. But if you are pa-

tient - it is better for those who are patient." (Quran 16:126)

"And We ordained for them therein a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for a nose,
an ear for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and for wounds is legal retribution. But if anyone
remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall be for him an expiation. And whosoev-

er does not judge by that which God has revealed, such are the wrongdoers." (Quran
5:45)

Qisas is specifically for murder or serious assault. Whenever a person causes physical
harm or death to another, the injured or a representative of the deceased has the right to
retaliation. In crimes covered under the laws of Qisas the victim or his representative
have three options, to insist upon the punishment, accept monetary recompense, or for-
give the offender. Forgiveness is even able to avert the death penalty.[1] Quran urges
forgiveness and mercy even in the direst of circumstances.

Continued on page........4
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YOUTH CORNER

Nasiha Of The Day

Nasibah) (Advice): Deliberate before making any worldly commitments.
Live your life in this world with moderation and always deliberate be-
fore making any commitment. In short, dop’t bite off more than you
can chew. Hasan al-Basri (Rahimahullah) said: “Beware of your com-
mitmepts that you make ip this world, for the world has a way of
copsuming a persop. A persop makes a commitment to ope thipg
apd be fipds bimself ipvolved ip tep other commitmepts.

Nasihah (Advice): Always use the right hand when giving and taking

Rasulallah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) used to prefer using bis right

hand. He used to give and take with bhis right band. In fact, he used
bis right band for most of his chores.

Nasihah (Advice): The reward of being honest in monetary transac-
tions
Sayyiduna Abu Sa’eed (Radiyallahu Anhu) reports that Rasalullah
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: “7he hopest apd trustworthy trader
will be with the Propbets, Siddigeep (Pious) apd martyrs (op the day
of Judgment)” - (Timyizi, Hadith #: 1209)


https://jamiat.org.za/nasiha-a-hadith-of-the-day/

HADITH

A hadith is a saying of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) or a report about something
he did. Over time, during the first few centuries of Islam, it became obvious that
many so-called hadith were in fact spurious sayings that had been fabricated for
various motives, at best to encourage believers to act righteously and at worse to
corrupt believers' understanding of Islam and to lead them astray. Since Islamic
legal scholars were utilizing hadith as an adjunct to the Qur'an in their develop-
ment of the Islamic legal system, it became critically important to have reliable
collections of hadith. While the early collections of hadith often contained had-
ith that were of questionable origin, gradually collections of authenticated had-
ith called sahih (lit. true, correct) were compiled. Such collections were made
possible by the development of the science of hadith criticism, a science at the ba-
sis of which was a critical analysis of the chain of (oral) transmission (isnad) of
the hadith going all the way back to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) . The two most
highly respected collections of hadith are the authenticated collections the Sahih
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. (Sahih literally means "correct, true, valid, or
sound.") In addition to these, four other collections came to be well-respected,
although not to the degree of Bukhari and Muslim's sahih collections. These four
other collections are the Sunan of Tirmidhi, Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, and Abu Da'ud.
Together these four and the two sahih collections are called the "six books" (al-
kutub al-sitta). Two other important collections, in particular, are

the Muwatta of Ibn Malik, the founder of the Maliki school of law, and

the Musnad of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, the founder of the Hanbali school of law.


http://islam.uga.edu/hadith.html#
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"And there is (a saving of) life for you in Al-Qisas, O men of understanding, that you may become
pious." (Quran 2:179)

As mentioned above the law of retaliation or gisas refers to a particular set of crimes that may be lawfully
punished in the same way and to the same degree. In the case of serious assault for example, the victim has
the right to choose an eye for an eye, an ear for an ear or a leg for a leg. Qisas also allows for the victim or his
representative to choose a different outcome. He may accept compensation also known as blood money or
in Arabic, diya. Payment of the diya is calculated on a scale proportionate to the degree of incapacity or inju-
ry caused. On the other hand the victim or his representative may also choose to forgive, and despite the
legality of all three choices, Quran makes it clear that the better option is to choose to forgive. In Islam rec-

onciliation is always preferable to retaliation.

"...but whosoever forgives and makes amends, his reward is upon God." (Quran 42: 40)

A renowned psychologist once said that without forgiveness life is governed by an endless cycle of resent-
ment and retaliation. No matter which of the three outcomes the victim chooses the aim is to put an end to
the cycle of retribution and retaliation, and not let the repercussions of the crime persist and damage the
Islamic community. In other words, gisas limits the consequences. The victim’s need for justice is satisfied

while preventing unnecessary harm to the perpetrator.

The combination of diya and forgiveness produces a powerful material and spiritual inducement to forgo
retribution. When the victim has the right to choose, in many cases he chooses to forgive because God’s re-
ward is more desirable then any earthly benefit, or the fleeting pleasure of seeing earthly punishment inflict-

ed.

Prophet Muhammad consistently chose forgiveness over retaliation. His behaviour is the best example of
forgiveness and compassion. The crimes against him were often vile and demeaning yet he took God’s
words literally and chose kindness over anger. He had the power and means to retaliate yet the harsher the
crime against him the more lenient he became.

"Keep to forgiveness (O Muhammad), and enjoin kindness, and turn away from the ignorant." (Quran
7:199)

In this article we have examined the law of gisas and discovered that forgiveness is the best course of ac-

tion. Nevertheless God knows the human need for justice in this world and thus He has provided us with a
method of retaliation that is fair and just. However, throughout the Quran and the traditions of

Continued on page........5
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Prophet Muhammad we are told that forgiveness is better and in the next article we will discover

why. Do you not wish to be forgiven by God?

"Let them forgive and overlook: do you not wish that God should forgive you? For God is Oft-Forgiving, Most

Merciful." (Quran 24:22)

"But if someone is steadfast and forgives, that is the most resolute course to follow." (Quran 42:43)

As explained above God understands the intricate nature of humankind. Some people will not be satisfied with-
out some sort of pay back or retaliation against those who do them an injustice; and rightly so. However the reli-

gion of Islam tells us several things that are worth bearing in mind before retaliating.

The first and possibly the most important reason to forgive rather than retaliate is that the Quran and the tradi-
tions of Prophet Muhammad encourage us to do so. Forgiveness means to relinquish the right of retaliation that
you have over somebody for something wrong done to you. God offers innumerable rewards for those who do
forgive. It is in fact among the good morals and the noble characteristics that all believers should aim for. Even in
the agony of despair these rewards are extremely valuable and if one can exercise patience and think before retali-

ating they might find that indeed forgiveness is better.

"... (those) who repress anger and who pardon men; verily, God loves the doers of good." (Quran 3:134)

Prophet Muhammad said, "On the Day of Judgment a caller will say: “‘Who amongst you are the people of kind-
ness?” Then some people stand up. It is then said to them, ‘Go into Paradise’. The Angels meet them and ask
them, “Where to?” They reply, “To Paradise’. The Angels say: ‘Before being judged?” They reply: “Yes’. The Angels
ask: “Who are you?’ They reply, “We are the people of kindness’. The Angels ask: “And what was your kindness?’
They reply, “We used to be forbearing when oppressed and be patient when aggressed and forgive when offend-
ed’. The Angels then say: ‘Enter Paradise, how excellent a reward for the (pious good) workers’."[2]

God exhorts us over and over to think, be patient, overcome our anger and forgive. One of Prophet Muhammad’s
companions once said that in any dispute regarding retaliation he never saw the Prophet command anything but
remission. When someone is unjust to us or commits evil against us, we are encouraged to respond with kind and

good actions, so that the hatred between us will evaporate.

Continued on page........14
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THE STORY OF JESUS AND MARY IN THE HOLY QURAN

By IslamReligion.com

The Birth of Mary

“Indeed God chose Adam, Noah, the family of Abraham and the family of Immran over the worlds. An off-
spring, like one another (in righteousness). And God is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (And mention) when the
wife of Imran said, ‘O my Lord, I have vowed to You what is in my womb, to be dedicated (to Your service),

so accept this from me. Indeed, You are All-Hearing, All-Knowing.” Then when she delivered her (Mary),
she said, ‘O my Lord, I have delivered a female,” and God knew best what she delivered, ‘And the male is not
like the female, and I have named her Mary, and I seek refuge with You for her and for her children from Sa-

tan, the expelled (from the mercy of God).”” (Quran 3:33-36)

The Childhood of Mary

“So her Lord fully accepted her, and gave her a good upbringing, and put her under the care of Zechari-
ah. Every time Zechariah entered upon her in the prayer room, he found her supplied with food. He said, ‘O
Mary, where do you get this from?’ She said, “This is from God. Indeed, God provides for whom He wills,

without limit.”” (Quran 3:37)

Mary, the Devout

“And (mention) when the angels said, ‘O Mary, indeed God has chosen you, purified you, and chosen you
above the women of the worlds.” ‘O Mary, be devoutly obedient to your Lord and prostrate and bow down
along those who bow down (in prayer).” This is a part of the news of the unseen, which We reveal to you (O
Muhammad). You were not with them when they cast lots with their pens to (decide) which of them should

take care of Mary, nor were you with them when they disputed.” (Quran 3:42-44)

The Good news of a new-born child

“(And mention) when the angels said, ‘O Mary, indeed God gives you the good news of a word from
Him, whose name will be the Messiah Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honor in this world and in the
Hereafter, and of those who are near to God.” ‘He will speak to the people in the cradle, and in old
age, and he will be of the righteous.” She said, "My Lord, how can I have a son when no man has

touched me.” He said, Continued on page... .....7
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‘So (it will be,) for God creates what He wants. When He decides something, He only says to it, ‘Be,” and it is. And He
will teach him the Book and wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel. And (will make him) a messenger to the Children
of Israel (saying), ‘Indeed I have come to you with a sign from your Lord. I make for you out of clay the likeness of a
bird, then breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by the permission of God. And I heal the blind and the leper, and 1
bring the dead to life by the permission of God. And I informm you of what you eat and what you store in your hous-
es. Surely, there is a sign for you in that, if you are believers. And (I have come) confirming the Torah that was
(revealed) before me, and to allow you some of what was forbidden to you. And I have come to you with a proof from
your Lord, so fear God and obey me. Indeed, God is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is the straight
path.” (Quran 3:45-51)

“And mention in the Book (the story of) Mary, when she withdrew from her family to an eastern place. And she placed
a screen to seclude herself from them. Then We sent to her Our angel (Gabriel), and he took the form of a well-created
man before her. She said, “Indeed I seek refuge with the Most Merciful from you, if you do fear God.”| 1| (The angel)
said, ‘I am only the messenger of your Lord to give to you (the news of) a pure boy.” She said, 'How can I have a son,
when no man has touched me (in marriage), and I am not a prostitute?” He said, So your Lord said, ‘It is easy for

Me. And We will make him a sign to people and a mercy from Us. And it is a matter (already) decided.””|” | (Quran
19:16-21)

The Immaculate Conception

“And she who guarded her chastity, so We breathed (a spirit) into her through Our angel, and We made her and her son
(Jesus) a sign for the worlds.”| 3| (Quran 21:91)

The Birth of Jesus

“So she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a remote place. And the pains of childbirth drove her to the
trunk of a palm tree. She said, ‘I wish I had died before this, and had been long forgotten. [Mary was worried that
people would think badly of her as she was not married.] Then (baby Jesus) called her from below her, saying, ‘Don’t
be sad. Your Lord has provided a stream under you.” Shake the trunk of the palm tree towards you, and it will drop on
you fresh ripe dates. So eat and drink and be happy. And if you see any human, then say, ‘Indeed I have vowed a fast
to the Most Merciful so I will not speak to any human today.” Then she carried him and brought him to her peo-

ple. They said, ‘O Mary, indeed you have done a great evil.” ‘O sister of Aaron, your father was not an evil man, and

your mother was not a fornicator.” So she pointed to him. They said, ‘How can we speak to a child in the cradle ?’

Continued on page........8
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(Jesus) said, ‘Indeed, I am a slave of God. He has given me the Scripture and made me a prophet./Z| And He has
made me blessed wherever I may be, and He has enjoined on me prayer and charity as long as I remain alive. And
(has made) me kind to my mother, and did not make me arrogant or miserable. And peace be upon me the day I
was born, and the day 1 will die, and the day I will be raised alive.”” (Quran 19:22-33)

“Indeed, Jesus is like Adam in front of God. He created him from dust, then said to him, ‘Be,” and he
was.”| 5| (Quran 3:59)

“And We made the son of Mary and his mother a sign, And We gave them refuge and rest on a high ground with
flowing water.”| 6| (Quran 23:50)

The Excellence of Mary

“And God gives as an example for those who believe, the wife of Pharaoh, when she said, ‘My Lord, build for me a
home near You in paradise, and save me from Pharaoh and his deeds, and save me from the wrongdoing peo-
ple.” And (the example of) Mary, the daughter of Imran, who guarded her chastity, so We blew (the spirit of Jesus)
into her through Our angel (Gabriel). And she believed in the words of her Lord, and His scriptures, and she was
of the devout ones.” (Quran 66:11-12)

Jesus the Prophet
“Say, ‘We believe in God and what has been revealed to us and what has been revealed to Abraham, Ishmael,
Isaac, Jacob, and to the prophet-descendants (of Jacob), and what has been given to Moses and Jesus, and what
has been given to the prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and we are Mus-

lims (in submission) to Him.”” (Quran 2:136)

“Indeed, We have revealed to you (O Muhammad) as We revealed to Noah and the prophets after him. And We
revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the prophet-descendants (of Jacob), Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron, and

Solomon, and We gave the book to David.” (Quran 4:163)

“The Messiah son of Mary was only a messenger (like other) messengers that had passed away before him. And
his mother was a strong believer.| /| They both used to eat food.[5] Look how We make the proofs clear to them,

then look how they (disbelievers) turn away.” (Quran 5:75)

“He (Jesus) was only a servant whom We have favored, and We made him an example to the Children of Isra-

el.” (Quran 43:59) Continued on page... .....9
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The Message of Jesus

“And in their (the prophets’) footsteps, We sent Jesus the son of Mary, affirming the Torah that had come before
him. And We gave him the Gospel, in it was guidance and light, affirming the Torah that had come before it, and a

guidance and an admonition for the pious.” (Quran 5:46)

“O people of the Scripture, do not go to extremes in your religion, and do not say about God except the truth. The Mes-
siah Jesus, son of Mary, is only a messenger from God and a word from Him (“Be” and it is), which He sent to Mary,
and a soul from Him.| 9| So, believe in God and His messengers, and do not say, “Three.” Stop, it is better for you. In-
deed, God is one; exalted is He above having a son. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the
earth. And God is sufficient as a Determiner of all affairs. Never would the Messiah look down upon being a worship-
per of God, nor would the angels who are close (to God). And whoever looks down upon the worship of God and is

arrogant, then He will gather them to Himself all together.” (Quran 4:171-172)

“This is Jesus, the son of Mary. And this is the statement of truth, which they doubt. It is not possible for God to take
a son. Faris He above this! When He decides something, He just says to it, “Be,” and it is. (Jesus said), ‘And indeed
God is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. That is a straight path.” But the sects disagreed (over the straight
path), so woe to the disbelievers from meeting a horrible Day.” (Quran 19:34-37)

“And when Jesus came with clear proofs, he said, ‘I have come to you with prophethood, and to make clear to you some
of what you disagree about, so fear God and obey me. Indeed, God is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is
a straight path.” But the groups disagreed among themselves (about the message of Jesus), so woe to those who disbe-

lieved from the punishment of a painful Day.” (Quran 43:63-65)

“And (remember) when Jesus, son of Mary, said, “O Children of Israel, I am the messenger of God to you confirming the
Torah that came before me, and bringing good news of a messenger that will come after me, whose name will be Ah-

mad. But when he came to them with clear proofs, they said, “This is clear magic.” (Quran 61:6)

The Miracles of Jesus

“So she pointed to him. They said, ‘How can we speak to a child in the cradle?’ (Jesus) said, ‘Indeed, I am a servant of
God. He has given me the Scripture and made me a prophet. And He has made me blessed wherever I am, and has
commanded me to me pray and give charity as long as I remain alive. And (has made) me kind to my mother, and did
not make me arrogant or miserable. And peace be upon me the day I was born, and the day I will die, and the day I will
be raised alive.”” (Quran 19:29-33)

Continued on page... .....10
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(More miracles have been mentioned under: The Good news of a new-born child)

The Table Spread (of food) from Heaven by God’s Permission

“(And) when the disciples said, ‘O Jesus, son of Mary, will your Lord send down to us a table spread (with food)
from heaven?’ He said, ‘Fear God, if you are indeed believers.” They said, “‘We wish to eat from it and have our
hearts be reassured, and to know that you have indeed told us the truth and that we be witnesses to it.” Jesus the
son of Mary said, ‘O God, our Lord, send us from heaven a table spread (with food) to be for us a festival for the
first of us and the last of us and a sign from You. And provide for us, You are the Best of providers.” God said, ‘I
am going to send it down to you, but if any of you after that disbelieves, then I will punish him with a punish-

ment such as I will not put on anyone else.”” (Quran 5:112-115)

Jesus and His Disciples

“O you who believe, champion God’s (religion), like when Jesus son of Mary said to the disciples, “‘Who will
champion God'’s (religion) with me?’ The disciples said, “We are the champions of God’s (religion).” Then a group
of the Children of Israel believed and a group disbelieved. So We supported those who believed against their ene-
my, and they became victorious.”|15] (Quran 61:14)

“And when I inspired the disciples to believe in Me and My messenger, so they said, ‘We believe, and bear witness

that we are Muslims (in submission to God).”” (Quran 5:111)

“Then We sent after them Our messengers, and We sent Jesus -son of Mary, and gave him the Gospel. And We put
in the hearts of those who followed him compassion and mercy. But We did not command monasticism, rather
they invented it for themselves to please God with it, yet they did not observe it as it should be observed. So We
gave those who believed among them their reward, but many of them are disobedient.” O you who believe, fear
God and believe in His messenger, He will then give you a double portion of His mercy, and give you light by
which you can walk, and He will forgive you. And God is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. (This We say) so that
the people of the Scripture may know that they have no control over God'’s favor, and that (His) favor is in His
Hand to give it to whomever He wills. And God is the Owner of great bounty.” (Quran 57:27-29)

The Passion of Christ

“Then when Jesus felt their (persistence in) disbelief, he said, “‘Who will champion with me God'’s (cause)?’ The
disciples said, “We are the champions (of the cause) of God. We believe in God, and be a witness that we are

Continued on page... .....11
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Muslims (submitting to Him). Our Lord, we have believed in what You have revealed, and we have followed the
messenger, so write us down among the witnesses (to the truth).” And they (who disbelieved) plotted, and God
planned. And God is the best of the planners. When God said, ‘O Jesus, I will take you and raise you up to Me and
clear you of those who disbelieve, and I will make those who follow you superior to those who disbelieve till the Day
of Resurrection. Then you will all return to Me, and 1 will judge between you in the matters you used to disagree
in.”” (Quran 3:52-55)
“And for of their saying, “‘We have killed the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, the messenger of God.” But they did not kill
him, nor did they crucify him, but it was made to look like him to them. And those who disagree over him are in

doubt (of killing him), they have no knowledge of it except the following of guesswork, and they did not kill him for

certain. But God raised him up to Himself. And God is All--Powerful, All--Wise.” (Quran 4:157-158)

The Followers of Jesus

“Then whoever argues with you about him (Jesus) after the knowledge that has come to you, (then) say, ‘Come and let
us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and yourselves, then we all pray for the curse of
God to fall on those who lie.” Indeed, this is the true story. And there is no deity that deserves to be worshipped except

God. And indeed, God is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. But if they turn away (from accepting the truth), then indeed,
God is aware of the corrupters. Say, ‘O people of the Scripture: Come to a just statement between us and you, that

we worship none but God, and that we associate no partners with Him, and that none of us takes others as lords be-
sides God|>”|.” But if they turn away, then say, ‘Be witnesses that we are Muslims (submitting to Him).”” (Quran 3:61-

64)

“Surely, they have disbelieved those who say that God is the Christ, son of Mary. Say, ‘Who then has the least power
against God if He were to destroy the Christ son of Mary, his mother, and everyone on earth?” And God has supreme
authority over the heavens and the earth, and whatever is between them. He creates what He wills, and God is Able to
do all things.” And the Jews and the Christians say, “We are the children of God and His loved ones.” Say, “‘Why then
does He punish you for your sins?’ Rather, you are only human beings from among those He has created. He forgives
whom He wills, and He punishes whom He wills. And God has supreme authority over the heavens and the earth, and

whatever is between them, and to Him is the return (of all).” (Quran 5:17-18)

Continued on page....... 12
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“Surely, they have disbelieved who say, ‘God is the Messiah Jesus, son of Mary.” But the Messiah said, ‘O Chil-
dren of Israel, worship God, my Lord and your Lord. Indeed, whoever sets up partners (in worship) with God,
then God has forbidden him Paradise, and the Fire will be his home. And there is none to help the wrong-
doers.” Surely, disbelievers are those who say, ‘God is the third of three.’ But there is no god (that deserves to
be worshipped) except One God. And if they do not stop what they are saying, the disbelievers among them will
suffer a painful punishiment. Will they not repent to God and seek His forgiveness? For God is Oft--Forgiving,

Most Merciful.” (Quran 5:72-74)

“And the Jews say, ‘Ezra is the son of God,’ and the Christians say, ‘The Messiah is the son of God.” That is
the fabrication of their mouths. They are imitating the claims of the disbelievers of before. May God destroy
them, how they turn away (from the truth). They have taken their religious scholars and their monks as lords

instead of God (by disobeying God and obeying them), and (they also have taken as their Lord) the Messiah, son
of Mary. But they were commanded to worship only one God, none has the right to be worshipped except

Him. Exalted is He above what they associate (with Him).”[25] (Quran 9:30-31)

“O you who believe, indeed many religious scholars and monks eat away people’s wealth unjustly, and turn
(others) away from the way to God. And those who treasure gold and silver, and do not spend it in the Way of

God, then give them the news of a painful punishment.” (Quran 9:34)

The Second Coming

“And there is not one of the people of the Scripture but will believe in him before his death. And on the Day of

Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.”|?7] (Quran 4:159)

“And he (Jesus) is a sign of (the coming of) the Hour, so do not doubt it. And follow Me, this is a straight path

(leading to God and His paradise).” (Quran 43:61)

Jesus on the Day of Resurrection

““When God will say,” O Jesus, son of Mary, remember My favor upon you and upon your mother when I support-
ed you with the Pure Spirit (Gabriel) and you spoke to people in the cradle and in old age; and when I taught you
the Book, wisdom, the Torah and the Gospel; and when you made out of clay the likeness of a bird, by My

Continued on page... ... ... ... .....13
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permission, then you breathed into it, and it became a bird by My permission, and you healed the blind and the leper by
My permission, and when you brought the dead to life by My permission; and when I restrained the Children of Israel
from (killing) you when you came to them with clear proofs, but the disbelievers among them said, ‘This is nothing but

plain magic.”” (Quran 5:110)

“And God will say (on the Day of Resurrection), ‘O Jesus, son of Mary, did you say to people, “‘Worship me and my
mother instead of God?’|29]" He will say, ‘Glory be to You! It is not for me to say what I have no right (to say). If 1
had said it, You would have known it. You know what is (hidden) in myself and I do not know what is in Yours. In-
deed, You are the Knower of the unseen.’ I did not tell them except what You commanded me, “‘Worship God, my

Lord and your Lord.” And I was a witness over them while I was among them, but when You took me up, You were the
Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all things. If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You forgive
them, indeed You are the All-Mighty, the All--Wise.” God will say, ‘This is the Day when the truth will benefit
those who were truthful. To them belong gardens with rivers running through it (in Paradise), where they will stay
forever. God is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. That is the great success.” To God belongs the heav-

ens and the earth and whatever is within them, and He is Able to do all.” (Quran 5:116-120)

FOOTNOTES:

[1]The Most Merciful is one of the names of God in the Quran.

[2]Jesus is a sign of God’s power, where God showed people that He could createJesus without a father, as He created
Adam without any parents. Jesus is also a sign that God is well able to resurrect all people after their death, since the
one who creates from nothing is quite able to bring back to life. He is also a sign of the Day of Judgment, when he re-
turns to the earth and slays the Anti-Christ in the End Times.

[3]Similarly, just as God created Adam with no father or mother, Jesus’ birth was from mother with no father. All that is
needed for God for something to happen is to say “Be” and it is; for God is capable of all things.

[4]Prophethood is the highest and most honorable position a human can reach. A prophet is one who receives revela-
tions from God through Angel Gabriel.

[5]Adam was created when God said, “Be,” and he to be without a father or a mother. And so was Jesus created by the
Word of God. If the unusual birth of Jesus makes him divine, then Adam deserves more of that divinity because Jesus at
least had one parent, while Adam had none. As Adam is not divine, so is Jesus not divine, but both are humble servants
of God.

[6]This is where Mary gave birth to Jesus.

[7]The Arabic word here indicates the highest level of faith possible, where the only one higher is prophethood.

[8]Both the Messiah and his pious mother used to eat, and that is not a characteristic of God, who does not eat nor
drink. Also, the one who eats defecates, and this cannot be an attribute of God. Jesus here is likened to all the noble
messengers that had preceded him: their message was the same, and their status as non-divine creatures of God is simi-
lar. The highest honor that can be afforded to a human is prophethood, and Jesus is one of the five highly regarded
prophets. See verse 33:7 & 42:13
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"The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with one which is better (i.e. God orders the
faithful believers to be patient at the time of anger, and to excuse those who treat them badly) then verily he, be-

tween whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend." (Quran 41:34)

"And if you punish, then punish them with the like of that with which you were afflicted. But if you endure pa-

tiently, verily, it is better for the patient." (Quran 16:126)

Islam allows retaliation as a tool to achieve justice, to calm anger, to relieve emotional suffering, to prevent op-
pression of the criminal and to put an end to excessive force. At the same time, it encourages the wronged person
to forgive and pardon the one who did wrong. However, having said that, when trying to decide between per-

missible retaliation and forgiveness, it is worth remembering that God Himself is the Most Just.

"And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in any-
thing. And if there be (even) the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And Sufficient are We to take ac-

count." (Quran 21:47)

Another good reason to think about forgiveness before retaliation or anger is that there is a direct connection be-
tween the way we treat others and the way God treats us. Prophet Muhammad used this parable to illustrate
this. "There was a merchant who used to extend credit to people. If he found one of his customers to be in
straightened means, he would say to his assistants: ‘Forgive them their debt, perhaps God will forgive us.” God
did forgive him."[3]

God describes the believers as:

"...those who avoid the major sins and immoralities, and when they are angry, they forgive" (Quran 42:37)

The inability to forgive can affect us deeply, emotionally, spiritually and even physically. It causes stress and ill
health. When you forgive someone you not only give up your right to retaliation but you also give up feelings of
revenge and resentment. Recent research specifically on the health benefits of forgiveness shows that people who
can make this mental shift between retaliation and forgiveness may benefit in ways they didn’t anticipate[4]. One

study even makes the claim that people who forgive live longer.[5]

Forgive and forget is a saying that is often heard and while forgetting might be near impossible for some wrongs
that are committed against us, forgiving is tantamount to trusting in God alone. God will lift the burden from our

minds and our hearts. Withholding forgiveness is often based on an unconscious attempt to keep us safe and
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and in control of the own little sphere of influence. A believer knows however that this is only an illusion of safety and
control. Itis God that keeps us safe and He is the one with the power to control all events, from a leaf falling from a tree

to the time of our death.

"And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except Him. And He knows what is on the land and in the

sea. Not a leaf falls but that He knows it..." (Quran 6:59)

Perhaps the most amazing example of forgiveness rather than retaliation happened when Prophet Muhammad con-
quered the city of Mecca. He and his followers left the city after being abused, and tortured, driven from their homes,
starved and humiliated, and murdered and maimed. When he rode into Mecca humbly, on a donkey, Prophet Muham-
mad had the power to exact any revenge he wanted. He could have retaliated in any way that he saw fit, yet he chose

forgiveness. He said to the people of Mecca the same words that Prophet Yusuf said to his brothers.

"No blame will there be upon you today. May God forgive you; and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mer-

cy." (Quran 12:92)

FOOTNOTES:

[1] Punishment in Islam: An Eye For An Eye?" Al-Haramain Online Newsletter, Volume 4, Issue 8,
July 2000.

[2] Al-Baihagi

[3] Saheeh Al-Bukhari, Saheeh Muslim

[4] http:/ /www.psychologytoday.com/blog/fulfillment-any-age/201301/live-longer-practicing-forgiveness

[5] Toussaint, L. L., Owen, A. D., & Cheadle, A. (2012). Forgive to live: Forgiveness, health, and longevity. Journal Of
Behavioral Medicine, 35(4), 375-386. d0i:10.1007/s10865-011-9362-4

PATIENCE IS NOT THFE ABILITY TO WAIT,
BUTTHE ABILITY TO KEEP A GOOD
ATTITUDE WHILE WAITING.
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[9]Jesus is called a word or a soul from God because he was created when God said, “Be,” and he was. In that he is spe-
cial, because all humans, except Adam and Eve, are created from two parents. But despite his uniqueness, Jesus is like
everyone else in that he is not divine, but a mortal creature.

[10]Everything and everyone else other than God is a worshipper or a slave of God. The verse is asserting that the Mes-
siah would never claim a status above that of a worshipper of God, dismissing any claim to the contrary of his divini-
ty. And indeed he would never disdain such a position, because this is the highest honor any human can aspire to.
[11]If the creation of Jesus without a father makes him the son of God, then everything created like Jesus without a pre-
decessor should be divine too, and that includes Adam, Eve, the first animals, and this whole earth with its mountains
and waters. But Jesus was created like all things on this earth, when God said, “Be,” and he was.

[12]This is another name of Prophet Muhammad.

[13]This can refer to both prophets, Jesus and Muhammad, peace be upon them. When they came with the message
from God to their people, they were accused of bringing magic.

[14]Prophethood is the highest and most honorable position a human can reach. A prophet is one who receives revela-
tions from God through Angel Gabriel. A messenger is a prophet who receives a book from God, as well as laws to con-
vey to his people. Jesus attained the highest honor by being both a prophet and a messenger.

[15]The victory of the believers came through the message of Islam, and it was a physical and a spiritual victory. Islam
removed all doubt about Jesus and offered conclusive proofs of his prophethood, and that was the spiritual victo-

ry. Islam also physically spread, which gave the believers in the message of Jesus refuge and power against their ene-
my, and that was the physical victory.

[16]God gives guidance to whomever He wills, regardless of background and race. And when people believe, God hon-
ors them and lifts higher than everyone else. But when they disbelieve, God demotes them even though before they
might have been honorable.

[17]The name given for the disciples in the Quran is al-Hawariyyun, which means the purified ones, like the color

white. Itis also reported that they used to dress in white.

[18]Jesus was raised up in a state of sleep. The word that is used here is wafah, which can mean sleep or death. In Ara-
bic, sleep is called the minor death. See also verses 6:60 and 39:42, where the word wafah refers to sleep and not to
death. Since verse 4:157 denies the killing and crucifixion of Jesus, and since each human dies once but Jesus is sup-
posed to come back to earth, the only remaining interpretation of the verse is sleep.

[19]The resemblance of Jesus was put on another, and it is he, not Jesus, who was crucified. According to several com-
mentaries on the Quran, the one who was crucified was one of the disciples, accepting the resemblance of Jesus, and
martyring himself to save Jesus in return for paradise.

[20]Jesus was raised in body and soul, and did not die. He still lives up there, and will return towards the end of time to
earth. After fulfilling his assigned role on earth, he will eventually die.

[21]This is what all the prophets of God have called to and agreed upon. And so this statement is not exclusive to one
group, but is the common grounds for those who want to worship God.

[22]When one obeys another human in disobedience to God, he has taken him as a lord instead of God.

[23]In reference to the Trinity.

[24]Although not all Jews believed it, they failed to condemn it (see verses 5:78-79). When a sin is allowed to persist and
spread unopposed, the whole community becomes liable.

[25]The religious scholars are the ones possessing knowledge, and the monks are the ones immersed in ritual and wor-
ship. Both are considered religious leaders and examples, and through their influence they can lead people astray.
26]The pronoun in “his death” can refer to Jesus or to the individual from the people of the Scripture. If it refers to Je-
sus, it means that all of the people of the Scripture will come to believe in Jesus on his second return to earth and before
his death. Jesus then will confirm that he is a prophet from God, not God nor the son of God, and will ask all people to
worship God alone and submit to Him in Islam. If the pronoun refers to the individual from the people of the Scripture,
then the verse means that each one of them will see just before his death what will convince him that Jesus was a true
prophet from God, and not God. But that belief at that time will not benefit him, since it comes not out of free choice,
but when he sees the angels of punishment.

[27]See verses 5:116-118.
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[28]The second coming of Jesus will be a sign that the Day of Judgment is near.

[29]The worship of others with God is the same as worshipping them instead of God. Both mean that wor-
ship is directed and given to someone other than God, yet God is the only One who can be worshipped.
[30]God, as Jesus said, knows that Jesus did not call for his own worship or his mother’s. The aim of the
question is to point to those who worship Jesus or Mary that if they were true followers of Jesus, they would
stop that practice, because Jesus never called to it. But if they persist, then let them know that Jesus will dis-
own them on the Last Day, and that they have not been following him, but only following their personal
preferences.

[31]In other words, You know who is worthy of punishment, so You will punish him. And you know who
is worthy of forgiveness, so You will forgive him. For indeed, You are the Mighty who has the power to
punish, and You are Wise in dispensing all affairs, so you forgive those who deserve forgiveness.
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